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From the Desk of Jennifer Griffin - School
Principal
Parents,

I would like to take this time to again to thank all of our families for
all of your support of our students and teachers during virtual
learning. We know how di�cult and challenging it is for many of our
families. We are looking forward to the return to in-person learning
on January 4th. Until then, we are asking all of our families to stay
safe, limit social gatherings, and wear a mask. This will help
reinforce the message we will have to our students upon their
return. Our staff misses the students dearly and are looking forward
to their return, however, our �rst priority is everyone's safety.

Have a safe Holiday Season and Happy New Year.

Mrs. Jennifer Gri�n
Miller School Principal
5901 Waite St.
Merrillville, IN 46410
219-650-5303 ext. 5430
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Students In-Person School Supplies List
Headphones
Clear Water bottles
Art box with supplies
Refer to grade level supply list (Miller website)



Box Tops
HOW TO EARN - BOX TOPS MAKES IT EASY!

No more clipping. No more sending Box Tops to school. All you need is your phone. Download the ALL-
NEW Box Tops app, shop as you normally would, then simply scan your store receipts to �nd
participating products. The app will automatically credit your school's Box Tops earnings online. The
link below will show you how, super easy!

Download on the App Store OR get it on Google Play

Twice a year, your school will receive a check and can use that cash to buy whatever it needs!



From the Desk of Mrs. Blaszczyk-Dean of
Students
Parents,

Winter Break…..

When we think of holidays, we think of family & friends gathering.
However, this year may look a lot different in order to keep your family
safe over the holiday break. Try an activity a day. The following fun ideas
are some activities listed that you may want to try with your family at
home. Stay safe and enjoy your Holiday Break!

Cookie Bake & Decorate
Build a Gingerbread House
Family Holiday light drive
Virtual visits to museum/Virtual vacations
Family Games
Crafts
Family hikes/bike rides(depending on weather)
Ice skating
Sledding
Holiday music or relaxation music
Complete a Holiday Puzzle
Story Nights with hot chocolate (take turns reading with your child)
Family Holiday Movie:
Here are a few, there are several more.
Net�ix:

Jingle Jangle A Christmas Story(Nov. 13)
Chico Bon Bon and the Very Berry Holiday (Dec. 3)
Elliot the Littlest Reindeer

How to Give Credit
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The Grinch
Santa Claws

Sincerely,
Mrs. Blaszczyk
Dean of Students
Edgar L. Miller School
219-650-5303
Ext. 5383

Social Worker's Corner
We are all super bummed that our students cannot come back to school
yet. Virtual learning is here to stay for now. Some of our students might
be happy but I bet most of them are sad that they cannot go back to
school to see their teachers, play with their friends and work hard to get
smarter. This sadness is a real struggle for many of us, adults and
children. So what can we do with all our different feelings in the midst of our current situation? We
might be feeling afraid, depressed, anxious or fearful of the future. I guarantee these are emotions felt
by many. There are things we can do to keep healthy and safe, like wearing our masks when we go out,
only go out when necessary or practice socially distancing and there are things we can do to help our
mental health. If you take care of your mental health you will be showing your children the importance
of maintaining their mental health. For children maintaining their mental health can begin with the
ability to name their emotions and then learn that they can control their feelings and emotions.
Children that can regulate their emotions are better learners. Here are a few tips to help your child gain
control of their emotions:

· Talk about their feelings/emotions. Help your child understand different feelings. Share your feelings,
when appropriate. Let them know that you have feelings and emotions that you struggle with also.
· Be able to recognize how others feel. Teach them it’s important to read others feelings too. Doing so
helps them realize we all have the same feelings.
· Identify coping strategies. Help them understand there are things they can do to help them control
their emotions. Figure them out together.
· Recognize triggers. What happens to make them feel certain ways and what can they do before
things get out of control.

Learn together. Come up with ideas everyone in the family can use. One strategy might be to turn off
all electronic devices, but not during school time, and all sit quietly when things get a bit hectic.
Learning to regulate breathing in order to calm ourselves is important. If there is one practice the
whole family can do it’s taking deep breaths in order to help calm down. Taking deep breaths can keep
things from escalating and it can give us a few minutes to stop and think things through. We can all
bene�t from taking a few extra minutes of calm during these di�cult times.

Wishing our Miller families all the best during the Holiday Season and in the New Year

Mrs. Fleming
Social Worker
Miller School
650 5303 ext 5432
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Kindergarten
Orientation
eating lunch, yum!

Kindergarten
Orientation
showing them how to walk
down the hallway

Kindergarten
Orientation
And the best part?? Playing
outside on the playground!

Kindergarten
Orientation
In the classroom with Mrs.
Rose

Kindergarten
Orientation
In the classroom with Mrs.
Govert

Kindergarten
Orientation
Outside playing

Winter Break

When

Monday, Dec. 21st, 8am

Where

This is an online event. 

More information
December 21, 2020 - January 1, 2021
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Return to School

When

Monday, Jan. 4th 2021 at 7:45am

Where

5901 Waite Street Merrillville, IN

More information
Return to school from Winter Break

School Nurse News
MILLER NURSE NEWS
Cases of COVID-19 are on the rise again and higher than ever. We as a community need to remember
to SMASH COVID.
Social Distancing
Masking
Avoid Crowds
Stay Home if you are Sick
Handwashing
Holiday celebrations
Holiday celebrations will need to be different this year to prevent the spread of COVID-19. Avoid
activities that are higher risk for spread. Consider fun alternatives that pose lower risk of spreading
COVID-19. For more information follow these links: Holiday Celebrations, 20_COVID-19 Thanksgiving
tips_v4
Multisystem In�ammatory Syndrome in Children (MIS-C) associated with COVID-19

Multisystem in�ammatory syndrome in children (MIS-C) is a condition where different body parts can
become in�amed, including the heart, lungs, kidneys, brain, skin, eyes, or gastrointestinal organs. We
do not yet know what causes MIS-C. However, we know that many children with MIS-C had the virus
that causes COVID-19, or had been around someone with COVID-19. MIS-C can be serious, even
deadly, but most children who were diagnosed with this condition have gotten better with medical
care.
What to do if you think your child is sick with MIS-C
Contact your child’s doctor, nurse, or clinic right away if your child is showing symptoms of MIS-C:

Fever
Abdominal pain
Vomiting
Diarrhea
Neck pain
Rash
Bloodshot eyes
Feeling extra tired

Be aware that not all children will have all the same symptoms. Seek emergency care right away if your
child is showing any of these emergency warning signs of MIS-C or other concerning signs:

Trouble breathing
P i i th h t th t d t

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/daily-life-coping/holidays.html
https://www.coronavirus.in.gov/files/20_COVID-19%20Thanksgiving%20tips_v4.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/mis-c/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/index.html


Covid Family Quarantine LinkCovid Family Quarantine Link

New confusion
Inability to wake or stay awake
Bluish lips or face
Severe abdominal pain

For more information about MIS-C and what you can do to prevent covid follow this link.
https://www.cdc.gov/mis-c/index.html 

Immunizations:
The exclusion date for those students with non-compliant immunization records has been extended to
January 4, 2021. There will be an immunization clinic held at the high school on December 16th for
those students that aren’t in compliance with Indiana school immunization requirements. See the �yer
for more information. Any students still not in compliance when we return to school in January will be
excluded.

Mrs. Wroblewski RN,BSN
Miller School Nurse

https://www.coronavirus.in.gov/files/Family%20quarantine_10-22-20.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/mis-c/index.html


Covid Parent Screening LinkCovid Parent Screening Link

Covid Family Isolation LinkCovid Family Isolation Link

Title 1
I can't believe 2020 is almost over, and at the same time, it can't come
soon enough! The ladies in the Title 1 department are working diligently
with our groups of students daily. We sure do miss our kids and wish
they were back here with us. The purpose of Title 1 is to provide extra
support to our students, teachers and parents. Please continue to
encourage your child to be a good participant by logging in on time,
participating in the Meet and doing the assigned group work. We are
here to help your child feel more comfortable and con�dent in the
reading and math skills they are learning in their classrooms. With that being said, we really appreciate
the help navigating them through the classwork and keeping your child on task, but if at all possible,
please try to allow them to complete the work independently. They do not receive grades in our class, it
is just a resource for them to get help if we see that they are struggling with skills. It's hard to know
what they need help with if they are getting assistance with their answers. In addition, we will
hopefully be back together soon and their teacher will not be able to give them the one-on-one
attention that they have grown accustomed to. We wish all of you the happiest of holidays and please
continue to be safe and healthy!

Teresa White
Title 1

Art News
Parents

1st and 2nd Grade will be working on integrating literacy with their
drawings and also working on winter scenes.

3rd and 4th grade will be making a three dimensional sculpture from
household objects as well as focusing on artists from the twentieth century.

Maureen Ciupak
Art Teacher
Miller Elementary

https://www.coronavirus.in.gov/files/20_Parent%20screening%2010-22-20.pdf
https://www.coronavirus.in.gov/files/20_Family%20isolation_COVID-19_8-10-20.pdf
https://s.smore.com/u/a96fea17eff9a8d0101ee90f987c334b.jpg
https://s.smore.com/u/e9d3d89addd95a973bd45909dcd8c1bb.jpg


Music News
4th grade will be continuing to learn about note values, the
instrument families with a focus on the woodwinds at the beginning
of December, songs/dances from different cultures (Spanish, Maori),
and then we will be working on a build your own instrument project!

3rd grade will be starting to work on our Nutcracker Unit, focusing
on looking into the different types of music/ countries that the
pieces represent as well as playing along instrumentally with many
of the musical pieces. We will also be learning about rondo and ab
forms.

2nd Grade will also be working on the Nutcracker, except there will
be a focus on the different types of dances and creative movement.
We will also be continuing our advancement of learning different
musical terms as well as connecting syllables to rhythms and
eventually composing our own rhythm poem.

1st Grade will be working on creative movement and dance as well
as learning how to describe music using musical terms. We will also
be learning a few songs in languages other than English.

Kindergarten will be learning to make their own percussion
instrument, making their own movement pattern dance, learning
about different scarf and creative movement dances, as well as be
given more chances to sing independently.

Stephanie O'Mahoney
Music Teacher
Miller Elementary

Spell Bowl 2020
Our Spell Bowl was on November 16th. We would like to thank Natalia O., Cornelius S. and Janeisha P.

for attending the competition! This was a crazy year for Spell Bowl but these students put in a lot of
hard work!!

Sincerely,
Mrs. Denise and Mrs. Sanders

Spell Bowl Coaches

https://s.smore.com/u/f66ba162c1e25b5898538017152ce231.jpg


At-Home Learning Resources for Families from IDOE (English

and Spanish)

Weekly Read-Alouds, Tuesdays Tune in at 6:00 p.m. weekly

https://www.doe.in.g… www.doe.in.gov

https://www.doe.in.g… www.doe.in.gov

Facebook Live read alouds
Don't forget to tune in on Tuesdays at 6pm to hear what book Mrs. Gri�n will read next! Also, you
could win a book just by joining in!

https://www.facebook.com/MillerSchool.PTO/
https://www.doe.in.gov/sites/default/files/news/august-28-supporting-virtual-learning-family-tip-sheet.pdf?utm_content=&utm_medium=email&utm_name=&utm_source=g
https://www.doe.in.gov/sites/default/files/news/aug-28-spanish-supporting-virtual-learning-family-tip-sheet.pdf?utm_content=&utm_medium=email&utm_name=&utm_source=govdelivery&utm_term=


PBIS (Positive Behavior Intervention and Supports)

Facebook @miller_elem

Communication Is Key! Add us to your
Social Media contacts

The following contacts are excellent ways to keep in touch with
"Miller Moments." Become our Facebook friend and tune in Tuesday's
weekly for a Live Read-Aloud. Follow us on Twitter for all the exciting
things happening at Miller. And of course, actively check out out our
website to see any new MCSC or Miller updates. Let's Stay
Connected, Pirates!

5901 Waite Street, Merrillville, I… jgri�n@mvsc.k12.in.us

(219)650-5303 mvsc.k12.in.us/6/home

How Parents Can Support Their Child's Learning in the Virtual
Classroom
1. Provide a quiet place to keep distraction to a minimum
2. Refrain from interacting with the teacher during virtual class time/meetings
3. Contact the teachers regarding questions and/or concerns during their scheduled o�ce hours
4. For the privacy of all students and staff, refrain from recording class time and meetings
5. Review the Virtual Behavior Matrix with your child (download below)

pdf MCSC PBIS Virtual Learning Expectations (1).pdf Download
124.7 KB

http://facebook.com/MillerSchoolPTO
http://www.twitter.com/@miller_elem
https://s.smore.com/u/45cec8190d93871dbc87931f6b1d9683.png
http://maps.google.com/maps?daddr=5901%20Waite%20Street%2C%20Merrillville%2C%20IN%2C%20USA&hl=en
mailto:jgriffin@mvsc.k12.in.us
tel:(219)650-5303
https://www.mvsc.k12.in.us/6/home
https://www.smore.com/app/attachments/download/5f495cec369bb329ef9374e2

